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Flood Future Report Process 
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California is at risk for catastrophic flooding! 

• Devastating impacts to 
California and the nation 

• 1 in 5 Californians are 
exposed to flooding 

• $580B in assets are 
exposed to flooding 

• Every county has 
experienced a Federally 
declared flood disaster in 
the last 20 years 
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California experiences many types of flooding 
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7.3 million Californians live in floodplains 
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Number of People in Floodplain 

Statewide Total = 7.3 million 



$575 billion in structures are at risk 
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Number of Structures in Floodplain 

Statewide Total = $575 billion 



California’s agricultural economy is at risk 
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Crop Value in Floodplain 

Statewide Total = $7.5 billion 

Crop Value in Floodplain 

Statewide Total = $7.5 billion 



Critical facilities are at risk 
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Number of Critical Facilities in Floodplain 



Recommendation  
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1. Conduct regional 
flood risk 
assessments to better 
understand statewide 
flood risk. 
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Recommendations 

10 

2. Increase public and 
policymaker awareness 
about flood risks to 
facilitate informed 
decisions. 

3. Increase support for flood 
emergency preparedness, 
response, and recovery 
programs to reduce flood 
impacts. 
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Recommendations 
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4. Encourage land-use 
planning practices that 
reduce the consequences 
of flooding. 

5. Conduct flood 
management from 
regional, systemwide, and 
statewide perspectives to 
provide multiple benefits. 
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Recommendations 
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6. Increase collaboration 
among public agencies to 
improve flood 
management planning, 
policies, and investments. 

7. Establish sufficient and 
stable funding mechanisms 
to reduce flood risk. 
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We Must Take Action. Now. 

California’s future depends on: 

• Local, State, Federal, and  tribal agencies working together 

• Implement policies and projects using an IWM approach 

• Increase awareness of the cost and consequences of flooding 

• Establish investment priorities and sufficient and stable 
funding 

• Short-term and long-term action and solutions 
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SFMP Website 
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For More Information about  
California’s Flood Future : 
http://www.water.ca.gov/SFMP 


